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Geographer, scholar of tourism, professor and chair of Wageningen University cultural 
geography research group. Edward finished a B.Sc. in Geography at the University of Iceland 
in the spring 2000, MA and later a PhD in Cultural Geography mid-year 2005, both at 
Durham University, England. In 2004 – 2006, along with completing the PhD, he taught and 
did research at the University of Iceland, both in the faculty of science and the faculty of 
economics and business administration. From 2006 – 2015 he directed the Icelandic Tourism 
Research Centre and developed a holistic research agenda for tourism during a period of the 
industry’s exponential growth in Iceland. From 2015 till 2019 Edward was a professor at the 
school of social sciences and humanities at the University of Akureyri, where he also served 
as department head for the faculty of social sciences and law from 2017 till February 2019. 
Edward is the author of articles in several scholarly journals in both Iceland and 
internationally and has co-edited Technology in Society/Society in Technology (2005, 
University of Iceland Press), Sensi/able Spaces: Space, art and the environment (2007, 
Cambridge Scholars Press) and The Illuminating Traveller (2008, University of Jyväskylä), 
Tourism and the Anthropocene (2016, Routledge) and is one of two authors of the book 
Icelandic Tourism (Forlagið, 2013). 

In addition to his academic roles, Edward has been politically active with the Left Green 
party in Iceland, serving in several municipal committees for his home community, Akureyri 
(pop. 18.000), acting as reserve member of parliament and as of 2017 serving as the party’s 
vice chairman as the party led the government coalition formed after the 2017 autumn 
elections in Iceland. 
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